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I. The ch;racter of fighting that broke out in TLuanda

-

late last week brought a new dimension to the long-—-

standing conflict betwssan the two iain Angolan

liberation groups. - ' :
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Neto's Popular Movement mada a deliberate at-

tempt to drive Robarto's National Front from

the city, and larcely succeaded in doing so,.

1. Previous clashes hz2d baen characterized
- by widely scattzred street fighting, but

lzst week the Popular Movemant went after

tel. It regained some

ground in the city yesterday, and i;.iushing re—

iniofcehents from Zairs.

l.. The Front regained the tefritory around its
keadquarters. The odds ars against it ro-
establishing itseif i force 5n the city,

however.
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IX. The MNational Front's military position has baen

seriously w2akened since the sharp clashes of late

May and early June.
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A. The Popular Moverent, by placing itself between.

the Front's strongnolé in northern Engola and

Luanda, had madé it éxtremely difficuvlt for the

Front to tréﬁsport nilitary supplies to its forcés
in the capital., _ e
B. Portugusse forces in Luanda still refuse to take
firm action tohsﬁop the fightingc. 'This, in ef-
fect, giwves the Po;giar Movemant a free hand.

IIX. The three liberation groups in the transitional gov-

ernpment recsntly approvsd an interim constitution
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wnich reaflirms thelr commitment to hold national

howevar —- particunlarly if the clashes hatyeen
>

the Frxont and the Popular lMovement continue.




